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ANNCR?: 

IN WASHINGTON, THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE SAYS THERE'S 
INCREASING EVIDENCE THAT THIS YEAR'S SOVIET GRAIN HARVEST IS LIKELY 
TO FALL SHORT OF PLANNED LEVELS...AS WE HEAR IN THIS REPORT BY VOA': 
JOSEPH SULLIVAN. 

VOICE: 

A REPORT ISSUED TUESDAY CJUNE 8) BY THE AGRICULTURE 
DEPARTHENT SAYS THAT WINTER \WWHEAT AND BARLEY PLANTINGS IN THE 
SOVIET UNION EXPERIENCED PARTICULARLY UNFAVORACLE CONDITIONS LAST 
FALL AND WINTER. AT THE SAME TIME, THE REPORT NOTES THAT MUCH OF 
THE IMPORTANT SPRING WHEAT AREA FROM THE SOUTHERN URALS EASTWARD 
IS SUFFERING FROM BELO!-NORMAL MOISTURE SUPPLIES. 

THE AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT SAYS THAT AN UNUSUALLY LARGE NUMBER 
OF WINTER GRAIN FIELDS IN THE SOVIET UNION HAVE HAD TO BE 
ABANDONED OR REPLANTED TO LOWER-YIELDING SPRING GRAINS. MANY OF 
THOSE NOT ABANDONED OR RESEEDED, THE REPORT ADDS, HAVE BEEN LEFT 
WITH THIN OR UNEVEN STANDS. IT'S ESTIMATED THAT, IF NOT REPLANTED, 
LESS THAN SEVENTY-FIVE PERCENT OF THE ESTIMATED THIRTY-SIX 
MILLION HECTARES ORIGINALLY SOWN TO ‘!HEAT, RYE AND BARLEY LAST 
AUTUMN WILL PRODUCE A HARVEST THIS SUMHER. NORMALLY, ONLY ABOUT 
FIFTEEN PERCENT OF THE WINTER GRAIN FIELDS REQUIRE RESEEDING. 

ACCORDING TO THE AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT, WINTER GRAINS 
SHOULD HAVE PRODUCED AROUND SIXTY MILLION METRIC TONS...OR ABOUT 
THIRTY PERCENT OF THE TOTAL SOVIET GRAIN PLAN. INSTEAD -- AND 
ASSUMING AVERAGE WEATHER FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE GROWING SEASON -- 
IT'S NOW ESTIMATED THAT THE WINTER GRAIN CROPS WILL TOTAL ONLY 


ABOUT FIFTY MILLION TONS, 
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MEANWHILE, OFFICIAL SOVIET NES REPORTS INDICATE THAT 
PLANTINGS OF SPRING-SOWN CRAINS -- INCLUDING CORN -- TOTALLED ABOUT 
ONE HUNDRED MILLION HECTARES THIS YEAR. ACCORDING TO ANERICAN 
AGRICULTURE EXPERTS, THAT WOULD FALL AS MUCH AS TWO MILLION HECTARE 
SHORT OF COMPENSATING FOR THE UiUSUALLY LARGE ABANDONMENT OF 
WINTER GRAIN PLANTINCS. 
CONDITIONS FOR OTHER GRAINS IN THE SOUTHERN EUROPEAN USSR 
ARE SAID TO HAVE BEEN VERY GOOD THUS FAR. BUT MORE II‘PORTANT, 
AS THE AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT REPORT CONCLUDES, THE TY0 SEGMENTS 
OF THE SOVIET UNION'S OVERALL WHEAT CROP WHICH HAVE EXPERIENCED 
HIGHLY UNFAVORABLE GROWING CONDITIONS NORMALLY ACCOUNT FOR ABOUT 
THREE-FOURTHS OF THE COUNTRY'S TOTAL GRAIN HARVEST. 
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